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August 10, 2006

Dear Hamilton County Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Partners:
Thanks to your interest, the July 11 Hamilton County Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Conference was a success!  We hope you found the conference both enjoyable and educational and that you had the opportunity to network with others in your sector who are facing similar preparedness challenges.  Even if you were unable to attend the conference, please continue to read, as this note contains important information about continued pandemic dialogue and online access to conference materials and other resources. 

We want to continue to work with you on this important public health topic and at this time, we are seeking volunteers from each sector (schools, business, faith-based, etc.) to participate on advisory committees.  Advisory committee members will meet four to 12 times each year to:

· help the Health District develop appropriate communication and education strategies for each sector on pandemic planning and other emergencies, and
· review the Health District’s Pandemic Influenza Plan to ensure it meets the needs of each sector.
Your own organization’s plan need not be complete in order to serve as an advisory committee member.  In fact, you may gain valuable information and insight that will help you through your planning process.  Please contact Susan Schaefer at susan.schaefer@hamilton-co.org if you are interested in volunteering or if you would like more information.

Whether or not you choose to participate on an advisory committee, we will periodically send you information about local pandemic preparedness planning.  This information may include updates from local, state or national public health officials; pitfalls and best practices in preparedness planning; information about local training or continuing education opportunities; and invitations to participate on local planning committees.  

By popular request, we have compiled most of the materials from the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Conference and placed them on our pandemic influenza Web site, www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/pandemicinfluenza. Feel free to review, download and share these documents at your convenience. 

On a final note, we have received a request from Lloyd Perlman of Penn Alert, for access to a list of conference registrants for networking and other purposes.  We know that this can sometimes cause an inconvenience, but as a public agency, we are required to comply with such requests. As a result, if you registered to attend the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Conference, your contact information, as you provided it on the registration form, may be shared with others upon request. 

As you heard at the conference, preparing now for an influenza pandemic will minimize the impact a pandemic will have on our community, our schools, our businesses and our daily lives. It is our hope that the information you received at the conference has set you down the path to preparing your organization for a pandemic. On behalf of myself and the Health District’s Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Planning team, thank you for your continued interest in this important topic.  We look forward to our continued work together. 
Sincerely,
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Tim Ingram
Hamilton County Health Commissioner

