October 2, 2006
Dear Superintendent,

Greetings from the Hamilton County General Health District.  I hope the school year is off to a healthy start!  As the new school year begins, you are undoubtedly concerned about keeping your students, staff and faculty healthy, and you have probably begun to think about the start of cold and flu season. 

Several weeks ago, my staff contacted you about a pandemic influenza education campaign we are launching throughout the county. The campaign centers around a simply illustrated poster that stresses two healthy habits we can all practice to help prevent the spread of common germs that make us and others sick – covering our coughs and washing our hands.  While these healthy habits are effective at preventing common illnesses such as colds and seasonal flu, they will also be important if our community is faced with a new strain of influenza virus; possibly one that causes an influenza pandemic.
This week, the Hamilton County Educational Service Center will deliver packets of posters and other educational materials to your district office.  Per your instruction, we have been working with a contact in your office to ensure the materials are distributed to each school in your district.  A letter for your principals is included with each school packet to help them understand how and where the materials should be used. We will also contact the nurses in your district to let them know that these and other materials are available.

You may have attended our Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Conference in July.  At the conference, schools, universities, and other community and business organizations, met to learn about the importance of preparing for an influenza pandemic. Many who attended the conference are also participating in advisory groups to look more closely at the issue of pandemic preparedness. If you were unable to attend the conference or need additional resources to help you in your planning efforts, visit our Pandemic Influenza Web site at www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/pandemicinfluenza.  Here you will have access to the conference materials, as well as planning tools such as the enclosed School District Pandemic Influenza Planning Checklist. 
I hope these materials will be put to good use in your district and I hope you see positive results as your students, staff and faculty began to practice these healthy behaviors. While it’s important to remember that there is no pandemic influenza currently circulating in the world, health experts stress that now is the time to begin teaching and practicing healthy habits that will help slow the spread of the influenza virus if a pandemic does occur.  

You will continue to hear from us regarding this important public health issue.  In the meantime, contact our health educator, Susan Schaefer, at (513) 946-7812, if we can be of further assistance or if you would like information about how you can participate in the Pandemic Influenza School Advisory Group. Thank you for being our partner in this important public health matter.  
Sincerely,

Tim Ingram

Hamilton County Health Commissioner
