June 9, 2006

Dear Faith Leader,

By now we are all familiar with the news that the world is overdue for an influenza pandemic.  It is difficult to predict when or where the next influenza pandemic will occur, but we know everyone around the world will be at risk. Experts estimate that millions of people worldwide and up to 40 percent of our nation’s workforce will be affected.  However, we can minimize the economic and social impacts of a pandemic by preparing now. 

Though the federal government has outlined a strategy and provided funding for pandemic influenza planning, much of these efforts will occur at the local level, including here in Hamilton County.  As a result, local health departments in Hamilton County will host a Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Conference on July 11.  The conference is free and will focus on how you can sustain your organization during an influenza pandemic.  Representatives from area businesses, schools and universities, faith-based organizations, municipalities and special needs groups are invited to attend. 
The conference’s objectives are threefold; to provide:

1. information about pandemic influenza planning at the local, state and national level

2. a foundation and toolkit to help your organization and your employees prepare for a pandemic 

3. local resources to assist your organization in your planning efforts

In addition to speakers offering local, state and national planning perspectives, a panel of local public health officials will be available to answer your specific questions about pandemic influenza.  Breakout sessions later in the day will address the unique pandemic planning and sustainability needs of businesses, schools, faith-based organizations, municipalities and special needs groups. 

By participating in this important conference, your organization can play a key role in protecting the health and safety of your employees and the people you serve, as well as limiting the negative impact to our local economy and society.  I am personally inviting you to attend, learn more about local, state and national planning efforts, and gain valuable tools and resources that will help you in your own efforts. 
Soon you will receive a flier outlining the agenda for the conference, key speakers, and further details including registration, location and times.  Check our Web site, www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org, for updated information about the conference in the coming days.  I hope you will send a representative from your organization to attend the conference and learn more about the importance of planning for the world’s next influenza pandemic. 
Sincerely,
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Tim Ingram

Hamilton County Health Commissioner
