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	Trigger*
	Action

	Prior to a confirmed case in the Tri-state
	· Promote Cover Your Cough/Wash Your Hands message to students, staff and parents
· Post posters around school facilities

· Teach to students

· Promote Stay at home when ill message to students and staff

· Avoid close contact with individuals who are ill – staff and students
· Help employees and parents prepare an emergency kit and develop a plan 

· Develop pandemic influenza plan (administration)
· Follow normal isolation procedures – staff 

· Follow normal disinfectant procedures (see attached)

Follow normal influenza reporting procedure (i.e. report suspected, probable, confirmed cases at the end of work week to local health department and report any unusual cases)

	Confirmed case in Tri-state **

	· Implement “Active Surveillance.” Materials will provide to the school nurse and established back-up (need to define channel).  Packet will include (similar to other packets):

· Case definition sheet will be provided (i.e. travel history, fever, cough, etc.). Due to the nature of the virus, case definition is not yet able to be established at this time.

· Recommended actions if someone meets the case definition:

· If schools should contact health department or another entity

· Educational information (how to care for person with influenza, guidelines for family members, etc)

· Recommendations for family (seek medical attention; health department)
· While local health departments do not believe it necessary to report absences, the Ohio Department of Health may request this information. Health Departments are currently working with the advisory committee to determine if we can utilize an existing system, what kind of data is currently obtained, and what could realistically be obtained.  
(personnel level – communicable disease nurse to school nurse)

	Confirmed Case in your school (initially affecting one person)
	· Local health department will work with you to determine necessary actions related to isolation, quarantine and closure
· Actions may include close monitoring staff and students for fever and symptoms.

(personnel level – nurse to nurse/ Administration)

	This particular trigger is yet to be determined by local health department Health Commissioners and Medical Directors
	· Evidence of Community spread

· Recommend Closure
(personnel level – Administration)

	Trigger will be based on current and available epidemiological data
	· Re-Open School/district
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* Due to the nature of an influenza pandemic there are many unknowns. This worksheet is intended to be a guide for local health and schools: triggers and actions are subject to change. As a result, communication between local health and schools becomes a critical function. Communication channels should be clearly established in advance of an event.









