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Human cases of highly pathogenic H5N1 
avian influenza have been reported in 
several Asian and European countries.  
 
The World Health Organization reports the 
number of cases exceeds 200 with the 
fatality rate to humans contracting the 
disease at about 50 percent.  
 
To date, there have been no cases of Asian 
strain H5N1 in birds or humans in the United 
States.  
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In early April, the Thursday before Easter, 
Mrs. Fredrick’s first-grade class visits the 
Rolling Ridge Ranch and Animal Park in 
Millersburg, in Holmes County.  
 
There, the children from her class and other 
field-trip groups enjoy the horse-drawn 
wagon tour and the petting zoo.  
 
The ducklings, chicks, calves and bunnies 
are the favorite attractions.  
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Young children and adults alike enjoy the 
unseasonably warm weather with highs in 
the upper 70s.  
 
A cold front in the coming days is expected to 
cool the temperature significantly. 
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On the Monday after Easter, 12 of the 
children who were on the field trip begin to 
show signs of illness, including diarrhea.  
 
One mother takes her child to the family 
doctor and is told if the child isn’t better the 
next day, to go to the hospital and call the 
doctor.  
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Three children and their parents arrive at the 
Pomerene Hospital in Millersburg early in the 
day. The children suffer from diarrhea and 
abdominal cramping. Specimens are taken to 
the hospital lab for tests.  
 
Another lab, the Animal Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratory at the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) completes routine 
surveillance testing for Exotic Newcastle 
Disease and Avian Influenza on samples 
from dead waterfowl brought in the previous 
day from a rural area in Holmes County. 
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The samples from the ODA lab were 
forwarded yesterday to the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) in 
Ames, Iowa for confirmation.    
 
NVSL is nearly complete with its testing at 
the end of the business day. 
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9 On his arrival to the office Thursday morning, 

the state veterinarian, Dr. Forshey of ODA 
receives information from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture …  
 
 
The Holmes County waterfowl have been 
confirmed by NVSL to be infected with Asian 
strain, highly pathogenic H5N1.  
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0 USDA will issue a statement at the Iowa lab 

10 a.m.  
 
Dr. Forshey immediately notifies Director 
Dailey of ODA.  
 
By 8:30 a.m., the information has been 
routed to the governor’s office and directors 
Morkel, Dragani and Baird of Public Safety, 
Ohio EMA and Health. 
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It has been decided the news conference will 
take place at Ohio EMA. Each of you have 
reported to that location and are here now, 
as of (the current time).  
Drs. DiOrio and Forshey are here to help you 
on medical and agricultural matters if you 
need. It is assumed they would be present at 
the location of the news conference assisting 
in the preparation.  
Staff in the SimCell will provide you with 
other information as you need it. You won’t 
need to call your offices for information.  
Conduct your activities this morning 
according to your response plans or as your 
experience guides you. You may begin. 
 

 


